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of the 509th Bomb Wing flew their B–2 Stealth
Bombers into harm’s way for the first time dur-
ing Operation Allied Force. The air crews,
maintenance crews, and the bombers per-
formed magnificently. The B–2 bomber dem-
onstrated unparalleled strike capability, drop-
ping nearly 20 percent of the precision ord-
nance while flying less than 3 percent of the
attack sorties. They flew some of the longest
combat missions in the history of the Air
Force, a non-stop 31-hour sortie from White-
man Air Force Base in Missouri to directly
over the skies of Yugoslavia and back.

The B–2 bomber not only proved itself in
combat operations, but it put teeth in the Air
Force’s ability to project global power. The B–
2 can carry sixteen 2,000-pound bombs or
eight 5,000-pound bombs that can be deliv-
ered stealthily, with precision, against difficult
targets such as ‘‘bunker busting’’ of under-
ground compounds. Because the B–2 flies
from and returns to Missouri, its deployment is
unaffected by base crowding issues such as
those that had to be worked out in Europe. Its
maintenance budget is tight, particularly when
you look at the number of aircraft and associ-
ated maintenance required as an alternative to
a B–2 strike.

While the role of the B–2 as a combat sys-
tem was impressive, the performance of the
men and women of Whiteman Air Force was
simply stellar. They deserve the gratitude of
the American people for their indispensable
role in Operation Allied Force. Mr. Speaker, I
am certain that the Members of the House will
join me in paying tribute to fine men and
women of Whiteman Air Force Base.
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Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Stacey Lee Baker,
Michelle Lee Baker and Tamara Karakashian
for being chosen to be presented to the Arch-
bishop of the Western Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of North America, at the 28th an-
nual Debutante Ball. To be chosen, these
young women must be active members of
their community and church.

Stacey Lee Baker, age 19, of Fresno, has
taught the pre-kindergarten Sunday School
class at St. Paul Armenian Church, for three
years, and is actively involved in the Armenian
Christian Youth Organization (ACYO) as As-
sistant Treasurer, and previously as Secretary.
In 1991, she was ordained an acolyte by Arch-
bishop Vatche Hovsepian. She attended the
Diocesan Armenian Camp from 1990 to 1992.
Locally, she has volunteered at the Poverello
House, a local homeless shelter. A 1997 grad-
uate of Bullard High School, Stacey is cur-
rently attending Fresno City College where
she majors in nursing.

Michelle Lee Baker, age 18, Stacey’s sister,
has taught the pre-kindergarten Sunday
School class for two years. Michelle is cur-
rently the Corresponding Secretary of the
ACYO. She also attended the Armenian Camp
for two years. In keeping with family tradition,
she has volunteered at the Poverello House.

Michelle is a senior at Bullard High School
where she maintains a 3.8 grade point aver-
age and is a lifetime member of the California
Scholarship Federation. She is an Algebra Lab
Assistant and is currently a member of the
Math Club and the Junior Larks. Upon gradua-
tion, she plans to attend the California State
University Fresno, where she will major in ac-
counting.

Tamara Karakashian, age 19, of Visalia, is
an active member of the St. Mary Armenian
Apostolic Church in Yettem, where she was a
choir member and served as the Easter
Luncheon Committee Chair for four years. She
was the Chair person of the ACYO, Recording
Secretary, and General Assembly Delegate.
Tamara has participated in the Armenian
Camp for eight years as camper, counselor
and Arts and Crafts Coordinator. In her local
community, Tamara has been involved in
DARE and served as an assistant for the
Visalia Police Department Golf Tournament.
Tamara participated with Visalians for Sober
Graduation both as student representative and
board member.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I
congratulate Stacey and Michelle Lee Baker
and Tamara Karakashian on their presen-
tation. Their accomplishments and service are
beneficial not only to their churches and com-
munities, but to their own growth as mature,
contributing adults. I urge my colleagues to
join me in congratulating these young women,
and wishing them a bright future and much
continued success.
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Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I
rise to honor the National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History in Philadelphia. Founded
in 1976, the Museum presents educational
programs and experiences that preserve, ex-
plore and celebrate the history of Jews in
America. Telling the story of the Jewish expe-
rience in America, the National Museum of
American Jewish History has connected Jews
closer to their heritage and has inspired in
people of all backgrounds a greater apprecia-
tion for the diversity of the American experi-
ence and the freedoms to which Americans
aspire.

As Philadelphia is a melting pot for so many
of the Nation’s minorities, the Museum’s loca-
tion is ideal for illuminating ethnicity in Amer-
ican life. Philadelphia is the birthplace of
American liberty, and the freedoms that are
celebrated by the Museum can be traced back
to people and events that are a part of Phila-
delphia history. The ‘‘Jewish Window on Inde-
pendence Mall’’ demonstrates how one group
of Americans used the opportunities of free-
dom to make important and diverse contribu-
tions to American life. In this way, the mes-
sage of the Museum should be seen as fun-
damentally American as well as Jewish-Amer-
ican.

Mr. Speaker, the National Museum of Amer-
ican Jewish History has been a benefit to the
Philadelphia community not only for its impor-

tant educational value with respect to the his-
tory of the Jewish people, but also because it
has highlighted the freedoms that are all too
often overlooked in everyday life. This institu-
tion has brought to the forefront all that makes
America great, the freedoms which have made
it possible for Jewish-Americans—and all
Americans—to succeed.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased

today to introduce the ninth bill in my Medi-
care modernization series: the ‘‘Medicare Pur-
chasing Flexibility Act of 1999.’’

Medicare, the cornerstone of retirement for
Americans, is in need of some improvements.
When it was first created in 1965, Medicare
was modeled on indemnity health insurance
prevalent at the time. Since then, the health
and medical fields have undergone significant
change; both for the better and for the worse.
But Medicare has largely lagged behind these
trends. The problem is that Medicare’s current
administrative structure doesn’t encourage
testing or adoption of innovative market strate-
gies. Instead, Medicare officials have to ask
Congress to approve even the smallest
change in administrative function, subjecting
what should be common sense business strat-
egies to the most rigid political battles.

While Medicare has successfully provided
health insurance to the elderly and disabled
for nearly thirty-four years, it faces a financial
shortfall due to rapid population growth. By
2035, Medicare will provide health insurance
for twice as many retirees as it does today.
Additional revenues will be needed in order to
provide quality care for 80 million retirees.

In the past, policy makers have focused on
two ways to increase Medicare revenues: rais-
ing taxes or cutting benefits. Recently, how-
ever, Dan Crippen, Director of the Congres-
sional Budget Office, alluded to a possible
third way: creating administrative efficiencies.
Dr. Crippen believes that substantial savings
can be achieved by making Medicare more
flexible and efficient. With these changes,
Medicare will be able to improve the quality of
services, while shoring-up savings for the long
run.

The private sector has adopted a number of
cost saving mechanisms that have helped
control health care inflation. Medicare should
be given the same flexibility to keep up with
these trends, and improve overall administra-
tive efficiency.

This bill grants the Secretary greater flexi-
bility to administer the Medicare program in-
cluding the following five provisions:

First, expanded demonstration authority.
Promotes high-quality cost-effective delivery of
items and services by enabling the Secretary
to test innovative purchasing and administra-
tive programs within Medicare. The Secretary
may use case management, bundled pay-
ments, selective contracting, and other tools
she deems necessary to carry out demonstra-
tions. If demonstration projects are successful,
the Secretary is authorized to permanently im-
plement programs. This section of the bill
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adopts language proposed by the National
Academy of Social Insurance in their January,
1998 report, entitled ‘‘From a Generation Be-
hind to a Generation Ahead: Transforming
Traditional Medicare.’’

Second, sustainable growth rate (SGR).
Gives the Secretary authority to adjust pay-
ment updates based on target growth rates
and to apply such adjustments by geographic
areas. This antigaming initiative would enable
Medicare to control unjustified program infla-
tion by region and by service (MedPAC rec-
ommendation).

Third, outpatient payment reform. Allows the
Secretary to pay the lower of hospital out-
patient or ambulatory surgical center rates to
ensure services in most appropriate setting.

Fourth, most favored rate. Inherent reason-
ableness authority granted in the BBA is ex-
panded to allow any amount of adjustment
that the Secretary finds, after appropriate re-
search, is appropriate to eliminate overpay-
ments. The Secretary shall have the authority
to request the ‘‘most favored rate’’ in cases
where Medicare is the volume buyer in the
market and other efforts at achieving a market
price are not available.

Fifth, use of appropriate settings. Allows the
Secretary waive requirements which discour-
age or prevent treatment in a nonhospital or
noninstitutional setting if she determines that
an alternative setting can provide quality care
and outcomes. For example, today Medicare
does not cover care in a skilled nursing facility
unless the patient has first had a 3-day hos-
pital stay. Under this provision, if the Secretary
finds that treatment of a particular disease or
condition can be handled, with quality, in a
SNF, she can waive the 3-day hospitalization
requirement, thus ensuring treatment in a set-
ting 1⁄2 to 1⁄3 less expensive.

Medicare has been extremely effective in
providing health insurance for the elderly and
disabled, a population the private sector has
refused to cover. In fact, over 30 years, its
cost inflation has been less than that in the
private sector and its benefit package has
been improved. This social insurance mission
must be preserved—and in the face of a dou-
bling of the population it serves, we must do
more to keep Medicare efficient and effective.
By implementing the modernizations included
in this bill, Medicare will be able to adapt and
grow in the changing health care marketplace.
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Mr. BATEMAN. Mr. Speaker, I was regret-
tably absent on Monday, June 7, 1999, and
consequently missed three recorded votes.
The latter two were conducted under suspen-
sion of the rules. Had I been present, I would
have voted as follows:

Journal Vote, vote No. 167, ‘‘yea’’; H.R.
435, vote No. 168, ‘‘yea’’; H.R. 1915, vote No.
169, ‘‘yea.’’
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Mrs. WILSON. Mr. Speaker, I wish to bring
to your attention the following students from
the First Congressional District of New Mexico
who are graduating from high school and have
been awarded the Congressional Certificate of
Merit. These students have excelled in not
only their academic endeavors, but also in
community service, school and civic activities.
They represent the leaders of tomorrow and it
is my pleasure to recognize these select stu-
dents for their outstanding achievements. I,
along with their parents, teachers, classmates,
and the people of New Mexico, salute them.

Certificates of Merit Award Winners 1999—
Adam Chamberlin, Menaul School; Jacob
Dopson, Valley High School; Jessia Einfield,
Hope Christian High School; Jodie Ellis, Del
Norte High School; Geralyn Espinoza, Cibola
High School; Jose Fernandez, Rio Grande
High School; Kozina Gallegos, Evening High
School; Lisette Graham, Manzano High
School; Lindsey Kasprzyk, St. Pius High
School; Suzanne Martinez, Bernalillo High
School; Laura Matzen, Sandia Preparatory
High School; Karissa McCall, Albuquerque
High School; Christina Muscarella, La Cueva
High School; Catrina Padilla, Mountainair High
School; Amanda Pepping, Eldorado High
School; Kate Sandoval, Academy High
School; Jolianna Schultz, New Futures High
School; Eric Stanton, Sandia High School;
Olivia Tenorio, Estancia High School; Erin
Ullrich, Moriarty High School.
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, today we cel-
ebrate the anniversary of the signing of TEA
21, the Transportation Equity Act of the 21st
Century. Our commemoration of this event is
a fitting recognition of the importance of this
legislation to the American people and to the
nation’s economy.

This afternoon, I was joined in our main
committee room by the Transportation and In-
frastructure Committee leadership, Chairman
SHUSTER, Chairman PETRI, Congressman RA-
HALL, Senators CHAFEE and VOINOVICH, Sec-
retary of Transportation Rodney Slater, and
Federal Highway Administrator Ken Wykle in
recounting some of the important achieve-
ments of that landmark bill. I would like to take
this opportunity to share some of my thoughts
with my colleagues.

First and foremost, Mr. Speaker, TEA 21 is
important because it secured the future health
of our transportation infrastructure system with
guaranteed federal funding. The budget rules
in the Act ensure that all federal gas taxes will
be spent on needed surface transportation im-
provements. And we now have an opportunity
to apply the same principles to our nation’s ir-
replaceable economic jewel: our nation’s avia-
tion system.

TEA 21 reversed a dangerous 30-year trend
in which transportation spending as a percent-
age of public spending dropped by one-half. It
authorized $218 billion for six years—the high-
est funding levels ever for surface transpor-
tation—including $177 billion for highway and
highway safety programs and $41 billion for
transit programs, 43 percent more than its
predecessor legislation, ISTEA, the Intermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act. Of the
amounts provided, at least $198 billion is
guaranteed for obligation under the new budg-
et rules in the Act.

TEA 21 is important because transportation
capital investments have profound effects on
national economic growth and productivity. In-
vestment in the transportation system reduces
the cost of producing goods, resulting in lower
prices and increased sales, in virtually all sec-
tors of American industry. These productivity
effects allow businesses to change the way
they organize their production and distribution
systems for the benefit of all Americans.

The Act has significant employment impacts
in the transportation construction sector. Ac-
cording to the Federal Highway Administration,
each billion dollars of construction investment
supports a total of 44,709 full-time jobs at the
national economy level. These include 8,390
‘‘direct’’ on-site construction jobs, 20,924 ‘‘indi-
rect’’ jobs in industries providing construction
materials and equipment for transportation
projects, and 15,395 jobs produced in other
sectors of the economy as a result of these
‘‘direct’’ and ‘‘indirect’’ employment effects.
And we’re talking about good jobs in the con-
struction sector that compensate the average
construction worker $17 per hour or higher.

TEA 21 and ISTEA made important policy
shifts and took new directions to solving our
transportation problems. TEA 21 continues the
legacy of ISTEA by enhancing the intermodal
balance of our transportation network. TEA 21
provides more than $3.6 billion for enhance-
ment projects, compared to just $41 million
spent on bicycle and pedestrian facilities in the
18 years before ISTEA. In addition, TEA 21
designates a full 20 percent of the legislation’s
total funding for rebuilding and expanding ex-
isting transit systems and constructing new
ones. It also supports maglev and high speed
rail development and provides loans and loan
guarantees for freight railroad rehabilitation
and improvement.

Second, TEA 21 further integrates transpor-
tation, stewardship of our natural resources,
and protection of the environment. It maintains
and expands the Congestion Mitigation and
Air Quality Improvement Program providing $8
billion to help communities address environ-
mental concerns related to transportation and
enable them to develop innovative transpor-
tation solutions, such as rail transit, to address
problems traditionally tackled by pouring more
concrete. TEA 21 also created a new $120
million pilot program to coordinate land use
and transportation planning. TEA 21 shows
that increased transportation spending need
not be harmful to the environment.

Third, TEA 21 includes strong provisions to
reduce transportation risks and promote safe
driving. TEA 21 establishes a new $500 mil-
lion incentive program for states that enact
and enforce a .08 blood alcohol standard for
drunk driving and that severely punishes re-
peat drunk drivers and prohibits open alcohol
containers in motor vehicles. TEA 21 also in-
creases funding for highway safety data col-
lection for the National Driver Register to track
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